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Presentation Overview

 Claim 1 Reading

 Claim 3 Listening

 Claim 2 Writing

 Claim 4 Research

 Spring 2019 ELA Blueprint

 Passage-based Writing Field Test

 Examples of Item Types
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Claim 1—Reading

Claim 3—Listening  

 Claim 1—Reading 

 No changes for 2019

 3-4 Reading Passages

 Informational & Literary

 14-16 items

 All selected response

 Claim 3—Listening 

 No changes for 2019

 2-3 Listening Passages

 8-9 items

 All selected response

No changes for the 2019 assessment
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Claim 2—Writing

 Same to the 2018 assessment

 No Performance Task (Formerly in grades 5 and 8)

 No short constructed response items (Formerly in grades 3, 4, 6, and 7)

 12-14 items

 Selected Response 12-13 items

 Different from the 2018 assessment

Passage-based Writing Prompt (1 item per student) (4 point rubric)

Formally known as Text Dependent Analysis. 

The checklist has changed to a bulleted list 
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Claim 2 includes Passage-based Writing (PBW)

 Writing Standard 2: Compose Full Informational Texts on a topic 

using a complete writing process

 Passage-based Writing (PBW)

 Students read a passage

Literary OR Informational

Various genres as prescribed by the standards

 Students respond to prompt after reading the passage 

using informative/explanatory writing
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Claim 2 - Writing

 4-Point Scoring Rubric

 Embedded in online experience

 Not part of CAT algorithm
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Claim 2 – Writing 4-Point Scoring Rubric 7



Claim 2 - Writing

 Writer’s Bulleted List

Remember, a well-written essay: 

• shows understanding of the text

• uses details from the text for support 

• is organized with an introduction and conclusion 

• uses transitions and clear language 

• follows rules of spelling, punctuation, and grammar
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Claim 2 - Writing

 Handouts 

4-Point Scoring Rubric 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/TDA_R

ubric_FINAL_ada_605239_7.pdf

Writer’s Bulleted List 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-

22709_70117-455340--,00.html
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Grade 3 – PBW

Aligned to Standard W2

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic and group related information together; include 

illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to 

connect ideas within categories of information. 

d. Provide a concluding statement or section.
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Grade 3 – PBW

Aligned to Standard W8

 8. Recall information from experiences or gather information from 

print and digital sources; take brief notes on sources and sort 

evidence into provided categories.
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Grades 4 – 7 PBW

Aligned to standards W2

 For Example – Grade 5

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information clearly. 

a. Introduce a topic clearly, provide a general observation and focus, 

and group related information logically; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), illustrations, and multimedia when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 

or other information and examples related to the topic. 
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Grades 4 – 7 PBW

Aligned to standards W2

 For Example – Grade 5

 2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information clearly. 

c. Link ideas within and across categories of information using words, 

phrases, and clauses (e.g., in contrast, especially). 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform 

about or explain the topic. 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section related to the information 

or explanation presented.

13



Grades 4 – 7 PBW

Aligned to standards W4

 For Example – Grade 5

 4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 

organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in 

standards 1–3.)
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Grades 4 – 7 PBW

Aligned to standards W8

 For Example – Grade 5

 8. Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant 

information from print and digital sources; summarize or paraphrase 

information in notes and finished work, and provide a list of sources.
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Grades 4 – 7 PBW

Aligned to standards W9

 For Example – Grade 5

 9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research. 

a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and 

contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or a drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., how characters interact]”). 

b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain 

how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a 

text, identifying which reasons and evidence support which point[s]”).
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Claim 4—Research 

 Same as 2018 assessment

 No Performance Task (formerly in grades 5 and 8)

 No constructed-response items

 No changes for grades 3, 4, 6, and 7

 6-9 items

 All selected response

 Embedded in CAT
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Spring 2019 ELA Blueprint

English Language Arts Grades 3-7 

(No Performance Tasks)

Claim Item Count 

Range
1. Reading 14-16

2. Writing 12-14

3. Listening 8-9

4. Research 6-9
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Passage-based Writing Field Test

 Written by Michigan authors

 For students in grades 3–8

 Field test took place January 7 – February 7, 2019
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Passage-based Writing Field Test

 Thank you to all the districts that participated in the stand-alone field 

test.

 Field tests are used to check the adequacy of testing procedures and 

statistical characteristics of new test items.

 These items were tested in the field before they will appear on a M-STEP 

Assessment.
PBW Field Test Count as of February 1st

ELA 3rd Grade 3593              

ELA 4th Grade 3712

ELA 5th Grade 3870

ELA 6th Grade 2813

ELA 7th Grade 2655

ELA 8th Grade 1087
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Rangefinding

 Rangefinding (RF) is a process in which a committee of educators review 

student responses from the Passage-based Writing Field Test to find the range 

of scores. 

 Participants review the responses, and each is discussed within the committee. 

 Finally, a decision is reached on the score for each response. 

 These responses are then utilized to create training sets used to guide readers 

to score the responses from the field test.

 RF for the Passage-based Writing Field Test will take place in the beginning of 

March.
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CAT Item Types

 Constructed Response (CR)

 Multiple Choice (MC)

 Select Text

 Multi Select

 Matching Table

 Order
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Name that Item Type!
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Item Type:  Constructed Response (CR)

Grade 5/6 Sample Passage-based Writing Prompt

Carefully read the passage. Then complete the task that follows.

My Trip to the City Aquarium 

Most of the class was excited to find out we were going on a field trip to an aquarium. I was not. I had never been to an aquarium, so I didn’t know 
what to expect. But something about the idea of spending the day looking at giant tanks filled with slimy creatures and fish did not excite me. 

I knew I had to go; plus, my parents had always told me to learn about new things. I agreed with them. I decided I would try to be positive. I liked 
the idea of learning something new. 

We boarded the bus and headed downtown, where the aquarium was located. When the bus pulled up to the building, I thought we were just 
stopping for a minute. Then I saw the sign that read “City Aquarium.” I was amazed at the size of the building. It was massive with giant white pillars 
and wide stone steps. I wondered why they put fish in such a big building. It looked more like a state capitol building than an aquarium. 

When we went inside, we were given our tickets. Because we were a school group, we each received a small souvenir. It was a postcard with a 
picture of shiny queen angelfish that is bright blue and yellow. I was surprised at how pretty the fish was. 

As we moved into the giant building, our teachers had us get into groups. My group went down the first hallway toward a reef exhibit. At that point, 
I had no idea what to expect, but when we walked in, I was amazed! It was as if we were in the tank ourselves. The tank went from floor to ceiling 
and stretched down the entire hallway. It even went over our heads and under our feet. There were sharks above us and stingrays below us! I had 
never been so close to these unbelievable creatures. The sharks’ skin looks like smooth leather as they quickly glided above us.

The rest of the aquarium, including a three-story tank, was just as fascinating. I never knew there were so many types of marine life living in different 
habitats. The colors of the coral and plant life were indescribable, as every color of the rainbow was present.
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Item Type:  Constructed Response (CR)

As we moved into the giant building, our teachers had us get into groups. My group went down the first hallway toward a reef exhibit. At that point, I 

had no idea what to expect, but when we walked in, I was amazed! It was as if we were in the tank ourselves. The tank went from floor to ceiling 

and stretched down the entire hallway. It even went over our heads and under our feet. There were sharks above us and stingrays below us! I had 

never been so close to these unbelievable creatures. The sharks’ skin looks like smooth leather as they quickly glided above us.

The rest of the aquarium, including a three-story tank, was just as fascinating. I never knew there were so many types of marine life living in different 

habitats. The colors of the coral and plant life were indescribable, as every color of the rainbow was present.

I will never forget my trip to the aquarium. It taught me to be open to new experiences, because there are some incredibly interesting things there. It 

also taught me that just because I don’t know about something, it doesn’t mean that I won’t enjoy learning it.. 

The passage tells about a student taking a trip to an aquarium. Write an essay analyzing how the student changes his or her opinion about the 

aquarium trip. Use evidence from the passage to support your essay.

You may reference the passage as often as you need.

Remember, a well-written essay: 

• shows understanding of the text 

• uses details from the text for support 

• is organized with an introduction and conclusion 

• uses transitions and clear language 

• follows rules of spelling, punctuation, and grammar
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Online Reading Test Layout
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Online Listening Test Layout
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Item Type:  Multiple Choice
Read the sentence from the passage.

After the graphite is set in place, two slats are glued together , 

sandwiching the graphite inside.

Why did the author use the phrase “sandwiching the graphite inside” in  

the sentence?

to help the reader understand how we use a sandwich and
a pencil

to help the reader understand how a pencil is dif ferent from

a sandwich

to help the reader understand how an object is held in place

between two items

to help the reader understand how different parts of an item may

be made of different things
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Item Type:  Select Text 
(Evidence-based selected response)

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part B

Click on two sentences from the passage that best support your answer  

in part A. 

People who make maple syrup must read the signs of the season to know  

when to get to work. In the early spring, when daytime and nighttime  
temperatures are just right, the trees can be tapped. First, a small hole is  
drilled into the tree. Then the tap—a short tube—is placed into the hole.  
Sap drips through the tap into a bucket. When the bucket is full, the sap  
is taken to the sugarhouse. There, the sap is boiled and boiled until it  
thickens into syrup.
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Item Type:  Multi Select

Many items made from trees are used every day. Pick three details from 

the passage that best support this idea.

Cedar trees are used to make pencils.

Slats from a cedar tree are glued together.

Graphite, or lead, is used to make marks on paper.

A paper mill is where pulp is made from chipped wood.

Syrup from trees is used to make candy and other treats.

Trees that are cut down may be made into paper for books.
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Item Type:  Matching Table
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Item Type:  Order
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Claims-Targets-Standards
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Claims-Targets-Standards Crosswalk
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Take a look!

 Sample Item Sets

 All Grade levels, 3-7 CAT items

 https://wbte.drcedirect.com/MI/portals/mi/
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Be Involved!

Please encourage the teachers in your district to participate on 

DAS Committees.

www.michigan.gov/baa

“Assessment Committee Participation Application”

Context Review

Item Writing

Item Review

Data Review

Standard Setting
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Stay Informed!

Sign up for weekly distribution of the Spotlight.

www.michigan.gov/baa

“Communications and Spotlight… ”
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Nikki Mosser
ELA Assessment Specialist

Office of Educational 

Assessment and 

Accountability

Michigan Department of 

Education

Call Center:  877-560-8378, option 3

mde-oeaa@michigan.gov

Julie Murphy
Education Assessment 
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Office of Educational 

Assessment and 
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Michigan Department of 

Education
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Recently Asked Questions

 During what portion of the ELA test will students be asked to 

answer the PBW question: beginning, middle, or towards the 

end? 

 For the CAT, students will be presented with the passage and writing 

prompt near the beginning of the test

 Passage and prompt not part of CAT algorithm

 For the paper/pencil test, the passage and essay prompt is in the first 

part of Day 2
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Recently Asked Questions

 Does the Passage-based Writing Prompt require students to 

type their responses, or is it a handwritten response? 

 In the CAT, students will type their response on a keyboard.  (Unless a 

writing accommodation is needed)

 For the paper/pencil test, students will hand-write their response. (Unless 

a writing accommodation is needed)
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Recently Asked Questions

 In terms of the ELA portion of the test, I know that students will 

have a PBW question. It sounds like this is the only “writing” 

piece. Is that correct?

 Yes, there is only 1 constructed response.  However, there are other 

questions covering the writing standards. Each student will receive 1 

passage with its accompanying writing prompt. The remaining ELA 

portion consists of reading passages and their associated questions, 

and stand-alone items.
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Recently Asked Questions

 When students complete the writing prompt, how many 

points is it worth? Are they assessed on a 4-pt rubric? 

 The essay is worth up to 4 points as measured against the 

rubric. The rubric is posted to the M-STEP website at the link 

below. 

 https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/TDA_Rubric_FINAL_

ada_605239_7.pdf
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Recently Asked Questions

 Where can I find examples of the PBW including the bulleted 

list detailing what is in a good essay?

 https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_70117-456071--,00.html
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