I’m a Candidate: How Should I Talk About Education?
School financing is complicated stuff. 
But we at the School Finance Research Collaborative have some messaging tips for candidates so they can talk about education in a way that voters will understand. The Collaborative recently commissioned a statewide poll, which also provides guidance for candidates, parents, business leaders and others who want to weigh-in on the education debate with messages that resonate.
Here are some takeaways:
1. Education is a leading issue for voters, and they are expecting candidates from all political parties to have a position on education. 

2. Voters feel the current education system is not preparing kids for success. There is a widespread belief that things need to change in education as Michigan ranks in the bottom 10 states in almost all measures out of 50 states in education. The bottom line: Voters want change that will help our kids succeed and compete. 

3. Voters support increasing the per-pupil amount based on the research findings of the Collaborative’s study, and support additional funding for factors like special education, kids living in poverty and geographical isolation.

4. Voters are very supportive of initiatives, programs and approaches that give kids real-world, on-the-job experience that prepares them for college and careers and helps them compete for jobs.

5. Fairness, fairness, fairness.
Voters recognize the inequities and disparities in education and are demanding change. Voters support education policies that would be research-based and foster fairness between students living in the wealthiest communities, and students living in the poorest communities.

For more information, please visit www.fundmischools.org. 

