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Recent Trends 

Rural students are more likely to graduate from high 
school than their urban peers — but they are less likely 
to pursue higher education and far more likely to drop 
out of college. Even more disturbing is the fact that this 
gap between rural and urban youth has widened over 
the last 20 months due to the impacts of COVID. 

Source: Want to Help Rural Kids Become College and Career Ready?
Tejeda, Dalton; November 2021
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/21/11/want-help-rural-kids-become-college-and-
career-ready



Root Causes:

1. Distance from post-secondary institution 
2. Lack of internet connectivity
3. Distrust of post-secondary system
4. Students less-likely to come back to 

community 

…only 33% of rural dwellers believe 
that a four-year degree is 
worthwhile. Source: Want to Help Rural Kids Become College and Career Ready?

Tejeda, Dalton; November 2021
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/21/11/want-help-rural-kids-become-college-and-
career-ready



1. Tip: You don’t need to know everything about 
higher education and the workplace. You just need 
to stay up-to-date on the issues.

2. Tip: Show students what’s possible.

3. Tip: Nurture and celebrate each student’s 
interests and ambition.

4. Tip: Help rural students identify and develop the 
essential skills they need to succeed in their day-to-
day lives. 

5. Tip: Step up and partner with your school or a 
local youth-centered organization.



The “growing edge” 
is where we stand at the 
threshold between what we 
know and are familiar 
with (even if it is not 
particularly comfortable, 
healthy or life affirming) and the 
unknown and unfamiliar. It is 
where we are called upon to 
discover new strengths within us 
or possibly, learn new ways to 
act and react in our lives.

College, Career, Life Readiness



Table-Top Discussions:

Whether it be small or rural, we want to remove the barriers to college and career 

readiness for ALL students. At your table, discuss each CCLR (College, Career and 

Life Readiness) question and how your district is tackling the need or issue. You may 

also share how you might address this in the future. Be prepared to share out after 

each trend…
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CCLR Question #1

How Are You Supporting Students’ Pathway?

An effective CCLR solution helps students map 
what various pathways could look like. This helps 
both students and families understand the 
continued education, time investment, 
and finances necessary for a student’s goals.

https://www.powerschool.com/blog/improving-college-access-and-affordability/


The “growing edge” 
is where we stand at the 
threshold between what we 
know and are familiar 
with (even if it is not 
particularly comfortable, 
healthy or life affirming) and the 
unknown and unfamiliar. It is 
where we are called upon to 
discover new strengths within us 
or possibly, learn new ways to 
act and react in our lives.

CCLR Question #2

Do All Students Have Access to Career 
Connected Learning?

Giving students the chance to directly engage 
with working professionals helps them 
understand what their future might look like, 
turning dreams into attainable realities.
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CCLR Question #3

Do all students have access to resources to build 
critical life skills, such as social and emotional 
learning (SEL), interpersonal, and transition skills?

“Soft skills,” or the personal traits that students 
develop, are equally important and should be 
nurtured in an effective CCLR solution.
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CCLR Question #4

How are you ensuring all students are meeting 
the districts/state graduation requirements?

CCLR programming should help students and 
families see what requirements have been 
completed and which ones are still outstanding 
in order to keep students on track to graduate.
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CCLR Question #5

How are you tracking and measuring the 
effectiveness of your CCLR program and student 
outcomes?

CCLR solutions need to be measurable so that 
schools and districts can see if their initiatives 
are working and intervene if their programming 
isn’t yielding the desired results.



The “growing edge” 
is where we stand at the 
threshold between what we 
know and are familiar 
with (even if it is not 
particularly comfortable, 
healthy or life affirming) and the 
unknown and unfamiliar. It is 
where we are called upon to 
discover new strengths within us 
or possibly, learn new ways to 
act and react in our lives.

CCLR Question #6

Do your systems connect to provide a full view of 
a student’s performance?

Interoperable [data] systems provide an extra 
layer of data security and help reduce data entry 
errors while saving time that can be lost toggling 
between separate applications.
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College, Career, Life Readiness

“I Learned….I’ll Leverage…”


